
MEDIUM 

The present inir<;tnt..i.nTi reflates to a Web page transmi&Bion sysrem and 
Lxdnsmissi-on lae-thod which are suitable for providing u^ei:-. specific Wnh 
^ages on a user-*by-usar baslB via a nerworK. 

10 packground t 

Various intormation are made public in rhe form o£ Wtsb pag^e on 
notvorke euch as the Internet. Thf* Wnb pages include pages which ate 
allowed to b«s i:reis»ly browjsed by anyone , and pages which are allowed to 
be browsed only by specific users. In response to a browsing request 

;;;; 

I 15 for a Wob page whioh is allowed t.a be browf?nH only by a specific user^ a 
I'll server requests the user Lu «utar a user code and a password, and i£ the 

user code and the password having been entered are found to have bc9«m 
rogiotexed on the sorvez:, it permit© th** browsing of the corresponding 
Web page* 

2 0 The conventional art described above has involved the following 

problema to bo oolved. The Web pages provided by the ^Arxrer include 
rhose coiomon to all users and thusc» specific to each user. For eKou^lo, 
when Web p^^gos for product quote are provided ro customers, different 
wholesale priooo may be eet for the same product on a cust-.ntnAr«-by«» 

25 customer basis. For exassple, the whulc^isale price for a customer A ia 

«et to bo 10,000 yen, and th^ whnlAssle price for a customer B i3 set to 
be 9,500 yen» In such a casc^ the server prepares Web pages epecifin f,n 
each of t^he users ^ storing each uf the Web pages in a storage device « 
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Mih&n user authentlcatluxi ia coxt^leter a corx-e spending uaer-speclfic ^ob 
page is rat.r.i.«vAri trcmi tha atorage device usj.n9 Hhs user code as a key, 
And the browsing -bheroof io poxnuLtted. 

However, as the nmober or rhe users increases , the u^oi. -specific 
Web pages innr«aRe- This causes the problem that the storage capacity 
of the storage device for storing tho uoor-opeoifio Web pages needs to 
be infinitely Increased as the niuober of the users inuxea^es. 
Purthoxiaore, if any change is made to information inn! tided in the Web 
pages r thw work of individually modifying all the user-opocifio Wob 
pages ia reouired, incurring the problem that the load of such 
roaintenenco also incroasos as the quantity of f.he uaer-specif ic Web 
pages ixicreasttM • 

In order to solve the. above problems^ the present Invention enrploye 
the following cohesneB. 
<Scherae 1> 

A Web page transmission system characterized by comprising a 
ctorago device for storing a W©b page tenqplati? daflning r.he basic 
sLruuLuxw of Web pages to be browsed, and registered user infotjoation 
regarding registered users Who browse the Web pages; a web page 
generoting unit for gonorating, in reeponee to a request for browsing 
the Web page from the regis Lered uatix, « u^cer- specific Web pago fox the 
lifter by embedding user-specific information which is obtained by 
referencing the regiatiered uaor information into the Web page template? 
and a server unit for providing the UBer-asp«ulXlo- Web page, having been 
generated, to the user. 

The Web pages provided to each of the uaere sharo tho oamo baBio 
structure • Xhe users have been preregistered on the aetver in order to 
^receive the service of specific Web pages* The user-specific Web page 
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is ^enera-tstl froa the Web pago twplat:© each tiwiea in raapons© to a 
reouest trom a reqistered user for browsing a Web paga- The ueer- 
epocifio -i nf ormatian may be obtainsd directly trom xhe registered u^awx. 
iuformation, or indirectly via other data filoo- It suffices fnr the 
5 Storaqa device %0 constantly sUoiw the Web page template, not boing 
jr^tjuired to st.or« the uaer-spacif ic Web page. 
< Scheme 2> 

A Web page tranpinission system characterl;fi«d by comprieing a 
storage devic© for ss-horing, when user ^specific intormation is classiried 

10 into a plurality of giroupa, group-specific Wob pages to bo browsed, and 
rsgisrered user intormation regarding regitit»x(id ueers who browae the 
Web pagss; a Web pagA gmerating unit for selecting trom the qroup- 
tap^cific Web page, in response to a reguoot for browsing tho Web page 
from the registered user* a Web paqe showing user-specific informatiuu 

15 vhioh is obtained by referencing the r^gi atered user informationr as a 

user-specific Wwb pege for the u»»r; and a aearver unit for providing tho 
user-spacitic Wej3 page to the user. 

In -this exampl^i, niginrn of Hhe same group share the same user- 
&5pc»uil:J.o inf onaa'bion » The storage devi.co otoroo Web pages corresponding 

20 to the number of groups. Tiae Web page generating unit selects a Web 

page for a corresponding group frnm th^ f^torage device and uses it as it 
is as the us^or-apecif ic Web page. 
<Scheiiie j}> 

A Web page transmission system charaatiAri ^ed by comprising a 
25 storaqe device Tux s Luting^ when user-specific information is claooifiod 
into p1i7r«li*hy of groups, group- specific Web page templates defining 
the basic otruoturoo of Web pages to be browsed, and registered user 
information xegoxdiiig registered user-s who browse -bho Wob pages f a Web 



pa0e geinieir«it.ing unit for seldcting from the storage devisee, in response 
to a x«squi9i&t for browsing thm W«b page from -the reglstorod uoori a ueer- 
specific We^ page zemplaZB ehowinq user-specific infomiariosi which is 
ob^ainod by roforonoing t:h.d regi sobered usor information^ and embedding 
user-specific liiIc»£iuation which is obtained by referencing the 
regi stared user information into the group- speei lie web paqe t^enipla'&e, 
thorcby gonoratiz^g a ueer-opecifie Web page for the user; and a si»t^»t 
unlr for providing the user-specific web page, having beea geimxttCod, to 
th© use*r- 

in this exaxDpla, thjo storage device stores gxroup-apoeif ic Wob page 
t.en^la'cea corresponding t^o xha number of groups « The Web petgo 
rjm^TH-t-'^ng unit, in reepona© to a browsing request from a user, ealects 
Q group-epeeific Wob page ten^late for the user and adds user-spscific 
infonaation, thereby generating the user-specific Web page. Thuw, it 
etuff ic<5»s for th« storage device to store Web page teijq;>lates 
corresponding to the number of the groups - 

<scheme 4> 

A W*»h pngft tratism^ staion method characterized by prestoring in a 
storage device a Web page tentplate defining' the basic structure of Web 
pages to be browsed, and registered user information regarding 
registered users who browse th© Web pag^s; gjsn^rftt'i ng, in response to a 
lequest for browsing the Web page from the registered user, a user- 
specific Web page for the user by embedding user-specific information 
which is obtained by referencing th© r€»gistw«d n««r information into 
the Web page template; and providing the usor-apocific Web page, having 
been generated, to the user* 

This scheme relates to a Web page transmission method by tha syat«m 
according to Scheme 1 • 



A Web page transmission method characteriaed hy pi^istoring in a 
etoragfl tiu^intk, when user-specific information is classiriea into a 
plurality of groups, ^cup-apoeifio Wob pages to be browaod^ and 
5 registered user information regardizicj i^giatered ueai-s who browse the 
Weh pages; p<9lisint-ing from the group- specific Web page, m response to a 
request for browoing the Web page from the registered user, n W«b page 
showing user-specific infanaation which is obtained by ir^^Xexwuuiug the 

registered user information; and providing the uaar-spscific Web page, 

10 having been selectadr to the user* 

This scheme relates to a v\ieb page transmission method by tho systicim 
aooording to Scheme 2. 
<Schema C> 

A Web page transmission method characterized by storing in a 
J|[15 Ptorage device, when uoor-apeeifie information i« nlftSRified into a 
111 plurality of group**, gji oup- specif ic Web page ten^lates defining the 
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basic structures ot Web pages to ba browsed, and registered user 
in£orm«tic» regarding regist<9r€hd ujs«r« who browse the Wab pages; 
selecting from the storage device, in reaponoo to a rogueet for browsing 
the Web page from the registered user, a user-specific web page ten5)late 
nhowing ueer-epeeif ic information which is obtained by r^ff^renn-lrig the 
registered user inrorittatiuxi, and ismbedding user- specific information 
which is obtained by referencing the registered user information into 
the group-epeoifio web page ten^late, thereby generating a usw-sspenif^n 
Web page for the user; and providing the user-specific Web page, having 
h^«n gnnnrHted^ to the user. 

a?his sehom© rolatoo to a Web page transmission m^ethod by the system 
according to Scheme 3. 



-5- 



A oosnputor-roadabl© storage) ni«ditiTn storing a conjurer program for 
executing tb.e steps of accedsing a storage device storing a Web page 
tenqplate defining the basic structure of web pages to be bxuwsed, and 
registered uiser informatinr regardi.ng registered users who browse t£ie 
web pages ^ gauMxating, in response to a request for browsing the Web 
page from the reqistered user, a user-specific web paga fux Uie user by 
oiabodding ueer-epecific inforiiialiion which i© oht-.a-lned by referencing the 
registered user XiiXuiLiaation into tho Wab page teinplate; and providing 
the n55«r~Rpecific Web page, having been generated/ to the user- 

This ccberoa relates to a con^uter program for executing the xoethod 
according to Scheme 4» 

<Scheme 8> 

A ooiKputer-readable storage medium storing a computer program for 
executing the steps of accessaslug a storage device storingi when user- 
.qpanificT Information is classified into a plurality of qroups, group- 
apocifio Wob pagee -to be browsed, and registered user inf oTTnat-i on 
regarding registered uasox^s who browse the Web pages; selecting from tho 
group-specific Web p^ge. in response to a request for browsing the web 
page from the regiotorod user, a Web page showing User-specific 
information which is obtained by refer euu lug the registered user 
informatinn; and providing the user-specific Web page, having been 
selected, to tho uaori 

This scheme relates to a computer pxugxom for executing the method 
ar!*TordiTig to Scheme 5« 

Ocheme 9> 

A computer-readable a»tox'age medium storing a coti^uter program for 
ammit-.ing the steps of accessing a storage device storinq, when user- 



specific information is? olHSH-if-ied into a plurality of i^roupe, group- 
specific Wob page template? defining the baoio etruoturee of ^ob pages 
■CO be browse<lr and registered user information regaxdiay i«giat«red 
ueere who browse the Wab pages; selecting from thtu storage device, in 
x«ffifiponsd to a request for browaing the Web page frota the rogiotorod uoorr 
a user-specific Wab page reinplate showing user-specific infomw-cion 
which is obtained by ref ^rTOn-i ng t-.he registered user infonaation, and 
embedding user-epoclfic infonaation which is obtained by referencing the 
registered user information into the group -specific web page nen^late/ 
thereby generating a uoor-opeoifio Web page for the user; and providing 
•Che UBer-Bpeci£ic W»b ptty», having been generated, to the ueor. 

Thie schexae relates to a cojigsutBr program for executing rhs laethod 
aoeording to Sehezoo 6 . 

Brief nwsori-bt-lon of the Drwlngg 

Pig« 1 io a block diagram ehowing a Web page tranoniiooion systom 
according to EmbodiiQant 1. 

Fig. 2 is an illustration showing the process ot generaring a user- 

epocific Web page from a Web page tiaznplate. 

rig. 3 is a flowchart, i^howlng Lh« upoiacion in Embodiment 1, from 
when the user requests browsing of a user-specific Web page to when the 
user-specific Wob page io tranomittod to the ueer- 

Fig, 4 is on illustration showing au eAtttuplw of a Web page for user 
authentication . 

Fig. S io a ochoxaatio illuctration of the operation of a syetom 
according to Embodiment 2. 

Pig. fi i« n flownhart ahowing the operation in Etnbodiinant 2, from 
when the user regueata browoing of a uoor-opooif io Wob page to. when the 



user^speclXlc Wab page is rransmlrred -to tb«» ussora 

Fig, 7 is a ech^ma-hin niustration ol the operation ot a systsm 
eicjcording "ko embodiment 3« 

Fig. 6 is a flowchart showing v.li& operation in Einbodimeal 3, from 
when the uedr ro^osts browsing of a iiaer-specif ic Wsb page to whan me 
user- specific web page i^ crausmit'ted t:o -the user* 

Baa-t Modo for Carrying Out tho Invention 

The mode for carryiuc^ out the invention will bo describod bolow 
with embodixaents th»T-Bof- 

The present invention io ojnployed in casoa «fh©re Web pag^s nf a 
connoon basic etruccure but including ifiXuxniAtion specific to each user 
are transmitted from a server to the user side- Jr'or exazE^le, a case 
will be conaidorod in whioh a product i» sold at whol^s^ile prices which 
differ on a usar-'by-^UBer bat^ia; and eiach user browses a user— specific nob 
page including the wholesale price of the product. In this cassr a web 
page t expiate defining the basic structure of the Web page to be brow^nd 
is scored in a storage device* The Veb page t^aoplate is edited 
fcpArfif 4eally for the user when it is transmitted to the user. 

<£iabodiment 1> 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram showing a Web page tx-ansxaission system 
according to Embodiment 1 - 

The Web page transmission system 1, chown in the figure , is 
connected to a user terminal 3 via a network 2. A server 4 txausmits, 
via the network^ a WaH page rscxuested ' by a ueer^ and pemdts the 
browsing thereof. 

l*he server 4, as shown in the figure, includes a storage device 
a Web page g«D«rntiiTig un^t 6, and a server unit ?■ The storage device i) 



is a nieoiory for s-boring a Vfch pa^e -bexi^l«bo 11 d«£xnizi0 the basic 
s'truc^ure of web pageo to be broviseci, and re^lsLttxvd user ixxforma-tioTi 12 
including information regarding rogisrered users who will browse the Web 
pages » The Web pa^o gonorating unit 6 hae tho functionality o£ 
generating a user-specific Web page wiLh r^ferenc© to the registorod 
usi»r information 12 by Ainbndding user-specific inf orzoatlon inciudecL in 
the rogiatored user information 12 into the Wob page tei^plato 11, in 
response to a request from the user terminal 3 for browisXiit^ a WtE»b page, 
tPhisp Tsc ncahieved, for example/ by using a computer program, etc. 
executed by the aexver 4i 

a?ne server unit 7, connected to the network 2, has this 
functionality of oontrolling comraiinJ nnt ions and providing the generated 
user-specific Web page to the corresponding user. Thie is ia^lemontod 
by a network interface such as a communications controlling appaxaLua. 
The Web page» ten^latw isi HTMI. (Hypertext Markup Language) data which 
describes only the portion common to all the Web pagco* Tho registered 
user intormation 12 includes, for example, user names, user addresses, 
phono nizmbers, FAX numbers, user codes, pn^^aVDrds, and rank information 
indicating the rank of wholesale pricey aot for oaoh uoer« In order to 
define the relationship between the rank information and the wholf^isalo 
prices, thA storage device 5 stores a data file referred to as a 
wholesale price table 13* 

For exang^ie/ let it be aesximed that the wholesale prices are 
divided Into five ranks as follows? £ 

(1) Rank Rl is iO,000 yen; 

(2) Rank R2 is 9,500 yen; 

(3) Rank R3 is 9,000 yoh; 

(4) Rank R4 i& e,:rOO yen; and 



(5) Rank ie 6,000 y«n. 

Jber also be supposed that, fo2r exzuz^lo^ ^here are -ben uocroy Tlr 
T2, T3, T4, T6, T7. TB, TSJ, and TXO. 

The wholeaalo priooca az-e edt for aaoh of t:h€t usistm fallows: 

(1) user Tl balon^s to rank IM} 

(2) Ueors T2 and T3 b€>loiig t,o rank R2; 

(3) Usees 74, T5/ and T& belong rank R3f 

(4) Users T7^ Ttif and belong ro rank M; and 

(5) as€kr TlO hftlonga to rank RS- 

Conventionally, i£ thore oore ten uoorOf ueer-Bpeelfie Web pages for 
the ten users are respectively prepared and s9Lo£»d In a storage device. 
In rosponaea to a request frnm nnn of the users for browsing a user- 
&»pecific Keb page, the corresponding Wob pago ic retrieved and 
transmxtted to the user. However, the storage device oon»Laut:ly needs 
to store fifty user-»peflii f i c Web pages if there are fifty users, and one 
hundred pages if there are one hundred ueera. 

According to the present inventioni the rank information ixulLuacing 
the rank of the wholesale prices eet for wnh of the users is included 
in LliM registered user infomMition for the ten uaera to TlO. For 
exazaple, the rank intormation of rhe user Tl is Kl and rhe rank 
infonaation of the user T3 is tJ9. 

Fig» 2 is an illustration shoving the prooeeo of gonorating a user- 
specitic WeJb page from a Web page template. 

Referring to the figure, the relationship betweTO the Web page 
template 11, bhe user-'Spacific Web page 18, the registered user 
information 12, and the wholesale price table 13, will be described. 
Firet, in response to a browsing request from a user, the user code lb 
ol Lhv uavx is obtained. Then, the rank infonontion 1€ in tho 



regisUeitfil user inforroa-tion 12 is qbtainod uoin? the user code 15. 

Then, the wholesale price corresponding to rhe rank InformuUion 16 
ip obtained using the vhoL©sal« price table 13. Using all the above 
information, Lh«9 veh page tm^late 11 ia pxoc&DOcd* ??huB, for axamplo, 
the user naxnar the user code, and the wholesale prlc» defined on a user- 
by-UDor baoiia xb included in the user^specif xn Web page 18 » 

Fig- 3 is a flowchai,t showing the operation from when tho uoor 
requests browsing of the user-specific Web page to when the user- 
specific Web page io transmitted to the user. Fig. 4 is njy illustration 
showing a web page for user authentication. 

Step 51 and step S2 are processes on the user terminal 3, and step 
£33 and etepe thereafter arc proaeeBee on the server. First, in step S1 , 
the user uses a browser on the user te^xiLlnal 3 (Fig. 1} to open the user 
authentication w«h pnge 21 (Fig. 4), In step B2, the user enters a user 
codo 22 and a paooword 23 in the user authentication Web page 21. The 
user authentication web page 21 las a page for permitting the browsing of 
a Wab page by a specific user in the above manner, and it includes text 
boxea for entering tho ueer code 22 and the password 23, and a hrnme 
button 24 » 

The us^r nlinka on the browse button 24 for the user-specitic Web 
page, included in tho uoor authontioation Web page 21. In step S3 shown 
in Fig. 3, the server unit 7 (Fig. 1} executes the nutlieutication of the 
ucer- When the ueer authenticatinn iss r^omplete, tho process OI 
generating the user-specific Web page 19 (Fig. 2) begins* In step S4, 
the registered user information 12 is referexiced usinq the uu^^r code 15, 
having been entered, as a key» The rank information 16 of the user is 
thus read. In step S5, information of the corresponding wholesale price 
is read from the wholesale price table 13 u&slng the rank infonoatiozi IC 



US a key* Infornataon is road stuch that, for Axatapld, the wholesale 

price is 9* 500 yen for user T3, who belongs to xank k2« 

In at-mp &6, tho ^oh ft^g^ template 11 is read* and the user name and 
*Lhe whul«±$ale pirice ara enbedded therein* In the Web page teo^latd 11, 
tor exan^le, ax che position? where the whul«9i£(ale price ^ the user ncunei 
etc, are to be entered, symhola identifying the positions are prestored. 
VJivbi'L the Heb page template ia edited^ tho cymbole are searched on the 
Web page texnplate and. are replaced with rne corresponding u^ax-aipcscific 
data, The Web page ternplnte iii thus converted into the user-specific 
Web page. Xu &tep S7 p the user'^opecific Web page 12 f having been 
generatedt is transait-ced to the user terminal 3* 

Am described above, according to this embodiment/ a single WeJa page 
template Luj, quoting ie provided/ and in reapon^o to a regueet from a 
user for browsing a ueer-speciiic Web page# user-specific information 
which io obtained by searching user information and rnnk information of 
the user is eiobedded in the Web page -beinplate to generate tho usor- 
speciflc Web pacre, advantageously minimizing the amount or daL«i lu be 
B'Cored in the s-torage device. 

<Ei]ibodiment 2> 

Fig« 5 is a schematic illustration of the operation of a system 
aa a or ding to £mbodiment 2. 

Zn Chlss tfjmbodiment, irank-specific Web pages 25 corrooponding to 
different wholesale prices are stored in the storage device 5. 

The storage device 5 stores five different W^b pagAS as follows: 

(1) Web paqe lor rank Rl 

(2) Weh page for rank R2 

(3) Wob pago for rank M 

(4) Web page lux xank R4 



(5) W«b page for rank R5 

The configuration o£ the syDtom io otherwise identical to the^ 
enbodimdnt 3ho\m in irlg. 1. Referring Ucr Fig. 13, in ra^ponae to a 
brovt7ang request from a tieer, thn iiner code 15 of the user Is obtained* 
trh»nf using the uaar code 15 y the rank infonution 16 in the registered 
user information 12 is obcained. 'I'hen, using t:h8 rank inluLuiucion IC, «t 
rank-Bpeoifie Web page 25 showing t.be corresponding wholesale price is 

retrieved from xti% storagcd devXc«» The server transmits the Wob page 
i-.n the user without processing it* 

Fig- 6 io a flowchart showing the operation from when the user 
requests bxuw^sliig of the usar-apeeif ic Wob page to vhoa tho user- 
specific Web page is rransmifced -co rhe user. 

In eeep Si to »±mp S4 shown in thn figure, the same processes as in 
i:he flowchart shown in Fig. 3 are executed. Step S5 and etepo 
thereafter are different, in step using rhe rank information 16, 
tho oorreeponding rank- specific Web page 25 is retrieved from the 
storage davice S« In step SC, the Web page is tranomittod to the user 
terminal . 

In thxB oaee, although the Web page is a iiRar.apecif ic Web page, it 
does not include information such a» Lha u^ier name. That is, all the 
users of the same rank view the same Weja page. Although the description 
deala with tho rank ae an exanqple, as long a» user-specific informatron 
can be classiliaa into several different groups, the above object can bo 
achieved by storing group-specific WeJa pages. The method does not 
require the procoooing of the Web pages, advantageously minimizing th^ 
load on 3Che server, in addition, the nmiibai. uf diffeirent wholasala 
prioftft is significantly less than the number of users, and it is 
unlikely to inoroaee rapidly, advantageously minimizing th^ msmber of 



Wob pa^^B bd stored- 
<£iiiibodiiiiexi t 3> 

Fig. 7 is a schematic illusrra^ion of the operation of a system 
according to Bisbodimont 3« 

This ejnbodiment is u ;;vxQbination of Embodixoant 1 and Szobodiment 2* 
Xn this? ntnbodiTnent, aimilarly to Eiobodinieiit 2 shown in Fiq- 5, rank- 
opocifio Web page tomplatos 26 corresponding to H-ifferent wholesale 
prices are stored in the storage Utiivice If. 

Tb« storage device 5 stores five different Web pages as follows: 

^eb page tos^lata for rcink 1^1 

web page template for ran}; K2 

web pag€k t.<3iniplat« for rank R3 

Web page te&^lato for rank M 

web page texDplate for rank rs 

In r^^iponstt to a browsing request from a user, the user code !:> of 
tha user La obtained* Then, using tho uoor oodo, the xank inforznation 
16 in the registered u^er inforzziAtion 12 is ubLaXuad. Then, using the 
ranV infomiation, a rank-specific Web page tessplate 28 showing the 
corresponding wholooalo price Lb retrieved from the storage device 
With reference to the registered user information 12, the server embeds 
us©r-sp<=»oif in information such as the user name in the rank-spaeifie Web 
page tetoplata 26 and then trazisxaits it to tho uesor* 

Fig* 8 is a flowchart showing the operation from when the ueax 
requests browsing of th« iiRwr-scpeaoi f ie Web page to when the user- 
specific Web page is transtoitted to tho usor. In step SI. to step S5 
shown m the figure, the same processes as in the flowchart shown in rig. 
6 are executed. In step S5, using th€» rank infomiation 15, the 
corresponding rank- specific Web page ten^Late 28 is rotriovod from the 



fr^orage devi.co 5« Xn step 56, uoor*»specifi.c inf ormat-.i nn, for taaean^ld, a 
user namef etc., is embedded in tho xuiik-fipecif ic T7eb pa^o template 26. 
Thcani. in step Si, rhe l?eb page Is rransmitxed cue user 'cermlnal. 
As dttdcribod abova^ according to -bhie essbodixoon-t:^ Wob page 
5 templates correspcsnding to different wholesale? prices are stored^ and a 
pimple process for adding user-speeifin information to the Web page 
ttiOE^lates ie ascacuted to generate a uoor-opooi£io Web page, 
advantageously ininixoizinq the amount of data be stored, s^liailarly to 
Embodixoent 2, and f ac! litating the processing of the Web page templates. 
10 The present inven'bion ia not limited to tho abovo-deeoribed 

CTibodiiDente « 

Q 9be uscir may anyon<9 whn hrovses and uses a Web page, for example, 

ff^ a cusi'bomar or client who p-nrchaaeo a product uping the Web page, or one 

i2_ who is not a customer or the like but who just receives an information 

¥115 service using t-.}in Wnh page. fThe Web page may include data tor various 

w 

iyi information in any format, and the content a and tho data psttuotur© 

|,l thereof may be ari&itrarv. 

Purthermoro, as an altomativo to the (rank-Jspwcrl f t rs) vholeaale 
^1 pxice table including information of the wholes alo price for each of the 

p 20 products, a (rank-specific) discount rate table including information u£ 
the discount rate for fHH.nh of the products may be provided. In this 
casB/ the individual products may be grouped into several groups, the 
(ranJc-specitic) discount rare being determined for each of rhe groups. 
In addition, tho oano discount rate nay be set frtr a11 thn products of 
25 Lhtif same rank* 

The cona>uter to be used in the above-described embodimenTis Includes 
hardware of a known configuration in which a procAesnr e^cecutea a 
pxograni atLoxed in a storage device. Sinco the conf igur-ation is apparont. 
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UiiS illustra-tioM focus on -fcho functional blocks vhieh az-© nec«»ss*ry 
the description ot the present invention^ and detail«d illuatrfttions o£ 
tho hardvar<^ nr-R nm'Sttad. Kach of the functional bloclcs shown in the 
licrux'ee may be itnplcaoontod by an indopondont pregrAxa nodulo or by an 
5 integrated program module • Furthermore^ all or part of th« functional 

blooko may be implemented in hardware vising logic circuits* Furthermore f 
each or thn program modules may be enibedded in and oxoouted on an 
existing application program^ or may be executed as an indepsndezit 
program. 

10 The present. iuv»iiClon can be in^lementod by installing each of the 

program modules on the computer, sach of the progreua modules may bes 
13 otorod on a oon^uter-readable storago medium, for ctxamplA^ a CD-ftOM, and 

0!| installed thereXiom unto the computer, or may be downloaded via a 

network to a memory in the computer. Furthermore, the program for 
yjlS itii|»l«monting tho pr«s«nt invention may Ha avRCUtdd by a single conqputer, 
or by distributed processing using a plurality of computoro* 

As described above, by generating ueer-specific web pages usin«j web 
71 page tsu^latee , otc . , the storage area for storing tha Web pages on the 

'i f^i 

^} server can bo saved. Furthermore , the number of stored Web pages La 

small, advantageously, facilitating the maintenance of the web pages. 
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